
 Township of Mantua  

Committee Workshop Meeting  

September 15, 2014 

Mantua Township Municipal Building   

7:00 P.M 

 

On the above date the Township Committee of the Township of Mantua held its 

Workshop Meeting in the Mantua Township Municipal Building, 401 Main Street, 

Mantua, New Jersey 08051.  

 

Mayor Scirrotto called the meeting to order. The time was 7:00 p.m. Mayor Scirrotto 

asked everyone to rise for the Flag Salute and remain standing to observe a moment of 

silence. 

 

Mayor Scirrotto delivered the Sunshine Notice as required by the New Jersey Open 

Public Meetings Act.   

 

Mayor Scirrotto called on Township Deputy Clerk Pamela LeVine to call roll. Present 

were Mr. Robert Zimmerman, Mr. Michael Silvanio, Mayor Pete Scirrotto, Deputy 

Mayor Sharon Lawrence, Mr. John Legge, Mrs. Jennica Bileci, Township Administrator, 

Mr. Michael Angelini, Esq., Chief Rodney Sawyer, Michael Datz, Superintendent of 

Public Works, Jon Bryson, Engineer 

 

ENGINEERING REPORT:  Mr. Bryson advised that the Golf Club Road project has 

been completed.  In regards to the streets and roads program he advised that he was 

hoping to get some of this started should the weather hold out.  Somerset Road project is 

to begin next week and that letters would be going out to the residents advising them of 

the matter.   

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Chief Sawyer advised that they have received the 2013 Safe 

& Secure Grant of $60,000.00 and they have applied for the safe and secure grant for 

2014 for the same amount.  He explained that the grant off sets the cost of salaries for 

two officers.  In addition he advised that the Police Department had received the $5,000 

grant from Drive Sober.   Chief Sawyer let the Committee know that there are currently 

three road projects going on; Harrison Road, Lambs Road and Jessup Mill Road are all in 

the process of getting paved.  The Harrison Road project is expected to take at least 6 

weeks whereas the other two road projects should be done within a weeks’ time should 

the weather hold out.  Committeeman Zimmerman asked that with the new hire(s) if there 

would be a larger presence at the Chestnut Branch Park in the evening along with the 

explorers.  He advised that he felt that there are a lot of people in the park in the evenings 

for sporting events and that the Police should be proactive in driving through and help in 

the patrolling of the park.  Chief Sawyer advised that this is one of the things he will be 

working on.  He noted that he would be training the new hire(s) for bike patrol as well.  

Mayor Scirrotto asked that with the new hire(s) if the Chief would do more to control the 

selling of cars as well as better control of the abandoned homes in the community in 

conjunction with Code Enforcement.  Chief Sawyer advised that this is also on the “to 

do” list. Committeeman Zimmerman asked regarding the Atlantic Avenue speed 

information that was given to the committee, he too drove down this street and noticed 

that the sign wasn’t working.  Chief Sawyer advised that in order to save the battery they 

turn off the lights, however the sign continues to record the necessary information.  Once 

they purchase the new equipment, it will be able to record not only the current 

information but it would be taking a photo of the vehicle as well as the new equipment 



would allow it to be posted on the website for a visual as well as the residents to see.  

Committeeman Legge then advised that there had been an accident by the Heritage and 

the Chick Fil A on Woodbury Glassboro Road.  His wife was stuck in the shopping 

center waiting to get out. Committeeman Legge asked if there were another way out 

because it appears that there is only one way in and one way out.  The Chief advised he 

thought that there was an access road for emergency vehicles and he would look into it.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Mr. Datz advised the Committee that at the current time 

there are 2 automated trucks down.  He advised that one is out for refitting which was 

planned and the other is down due to a small fine.  The truck with the fire damage should 

be back and running midweek, as this is why the Public Works Department is behind a 

few days in picking up trash/recycling/vegetative waste carts.  At the current time we are 

using the rear loaders to try and speed things along and catch up.  Mr. Datz, advised that 

all the crosswalks should be completed being painted by the weeks end.  Mr. Datz 

advised that there has been several requests from residents to put in some sidewalks as 

the children are walking to and from the school and/or bus stops.  In particularly they are 

on the corner of McNally and Mantua Blvd. as well as on the corner of Warren and 

Mantua Blvd.  Mrs. Datz advised that there is funding in the sidewalk fund and that he is 

in the process of getting quotes to have this completed.  Mayor Scirrotto inquired if the 

equipment was ready for the upcoming leaf season.  Mr. Datz responded with the leaf 

season will being the last Monday in October and at the current time the equipment is 

good to go. 

 

JIF PRESENTATION:  Joe Henry of the Hardenbergh Insurance Group gave a 

presentation of The Governing Body’s Safety program for Special Events. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

Motion to approve August 18, 2014:  Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman 

Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes votes,   Committeeman Silvanio - Abstained 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

 

Motion to Open: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.   

All were in favor.  

 

Michael Hanrahan – 615 Barnsboro Road, Mullica Hill, NJ – Mr. Hanrahan reminded 

the Committee that he was at the Committee meeting a month ago regarding the property 

known as Nanak Produce and how he was not in favor of Resolution 120-2014 and 

thanked the Committee for tabeling the resolution until further discussion had happened.   

At this time, he advised the Committee that after many conversations with all parties, 

Harrison Township, Nanak Produce’s attorney as well as the property owner he is in 

favor of Resolution 120-2014 being approved.     

 

Dale Taylor, Esq. – Attorney for Nanak Produce – Mr. Taylor thanked the Committee 

for allowing all parties involved to further discuss the matter and come to a understanding 

of the property in questions.  On another he added that he is with the Marine Corp that 

performs at the Mantua Patriot Day and would like to let everyone know that this is a 

great event and is proud to be part of it. 

  

 

 



 

Joy Taylor – 226 Long Terrace, Mantua, NJ – She thanked the Committee as well as 

the Police Chief for getting Ponte’s to move back the cars as they are no longer on the 

corner of Long Terrace and Hampton Ave.  However she also noted that the junkyard is 

just an eye sore to the residents around them.  IN addition, she asked that if the bushes 

along the sides of the streets that are the township property could be cut back as you can’t 

see the curbs because of the over growth.  Mayor Scirrotto asked Mr. Datz to get 

someone out there and see what could be done to clean it up a bit.    

 

Robert Woodward – 507 Lestershire Road, Sewell, NJ – He asked about property 

maintenance program as there is a home behind him that has been vacant for several 

years.  He and his neighbors have maintained it but the neighbors no longer want to take 

care of it so he has been doing it.  Administrator Bileci advised that the two new 

ordinances that were introduced this evening would allow the Township to lien/fine the 

creditor if the property is not maintained to the standards of the Township ordinances.    

Mayor Scirrotto also let me Woodward know that the township does maintain some of 

the properties as they are brought to our attention.   

 

Motion to Close: Deputy Mayor Lawrence,  2nd Committeeman Zimmerman,   

All were in favor. 5 yes votes 

  

ORDINANCE O-10-2014: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

AMENDING CHAPTER 302: “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” OF THE CODE TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF VACANT AND ABANDONED 

PROPERTIES AND TO ESTABLISH A REGISTRATION FEE FOR SUCH 

PROPERTIES  

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

ORDINANCE O-11-2014: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

AMENDING CHAPTER 302: “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” OF THE TOWNSHIP 

CODE REGARDING THE CARE, MAINTENANCE, SECURITY, AND UPKEEP OF 

VACANT AND ABANDONED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES WHICH ARE 

SUBJECT TO FORECLOSURE 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes.  

RESOLUTION R-120-2014:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF  

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

MANTUA TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD FOR ANNEXATION OF REAL 

PROPERTY OWNED BY NANAK PRODUCE & MARKETING, INC. BLOCK 259, 

LOT 7 IN MANTUA TOWNSHIP TO HARRISON TOWNSHIP 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION R-129-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING AN ASSESSMENT CORRECTION 

DUE TO AN ACCOUNTING ERROR FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 

273, LOT 2.03 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-130-2014:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING TAX AND PREMIUM REFUNDS  

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-131-2014: RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING  

MECHANICS LIEN ON REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 

MANTUA FOR VARIOUS PROPERTIES FOR MAINTENANCE WORK 

PERFORMED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-132-2014: RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AND SCHAEFER PYROTECHNICS 

FOR A FIREWORKS DISPLAY TO OCCUR ON SATURDAY OCTOBER 11, 2014 

AT THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY DAY 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-133-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA REQUESTING THE APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF 

REVENUE FOR THE BULLETPROOF VEST PROGRAM AND APPROPRIATION 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87) OF THE SAME 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-134-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA REQUESTING THE APPROVAL  

OF ITEMS OF REVENUE FOR THE 2014 DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER 

AND APPROPRIATION (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87) OF THE SAME 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-135-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT RENEWING MEMBERSHIP 

IN THE GLOUCESTER, SALEM, CUMBERLAND COUNTIES MUNICIPAL JOINT 

INSURANCE FUND 

 



Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-136-2014 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF JANE RHYNARD TO SERVE ON THE 

MANTUA TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-137-2014: RESOLUTION CANCELLING TAXES FOR A 

TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN ALEXANDER SVINCOV LOCATED AT BLOCK 

242.04 LOT 4.03 EFFECTIVE AUGUST 7, 2014 AND THEREAFTER   

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-138-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA APPROVING THE HIRING OF CODY MROZ TO 

THE RANK OF PATROL OFFICER, 9th CLASS WITH THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes 

votes 

 

Remarks from the Township Committee: 

 
Deputy Mayor Lawrence reminded everyone about the Inversand Dinosaur Dig that is on 

September 27, 2014.  In addition, she let she let everyone know that there is an upcoming 

Drug & Alcohol Forum from 6-8 pm on October 22, 2014 here at the Municipal 

Building.   

 

Committeeman Zimmerman thanked everyone involved in the Patriot Day Ceremony.  It 

was very impressive and a job well done by all.  In addition the he next Senior Dinner is 

scheduled for September 17, 2014 and to call the clerk’s office for reservations.   

 

Approval of the Bill List:  

 
Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to approve the bills; it was seconded by 

Committeeman Legge 

       

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

  

Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to adjourn; it was seconded by Committeeman 

Zimmerman.    All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Pamela LeVine, Deputy Clerk 


