
Township of Mantua  

Committee Meeting  

June 16, 2014 

Mantua Township Municipal Building   

7:00 P.M 

 

On the above date the Township Committee of the Township of Mantua held its 

Workshop Meeting in the Mantua Township Municipal Building, 401 Main Street, 

Mantua, New Jersey 08051.  

 

Mayor Scirrotto called the meeting to order. The time was 7:00 p.m. Mayor Scirrotto 

asked everyone to rise for the Flag Salute and remain standing to observe a moment of 

silence. 

 

Mayor Scirrotto delivered the Sunshine Notice as required by the New Jersey Open 

Public Meetings Act.   

 

Mayor Scirrotto called on Township Deputy Clerk Pamela LeVine to call roll. Present 

were Mr. Robert Zimmerman, Mr. Michael Silvanio, Mr. John Legge, Mayor Pete 

Scirrotto, Deputy Mayor Sharon Lawrence, Mrs. Jennica Bileci, Township Administrator, 

Mr. Michael Angelini, Esq., Chief Rodney Sawyer 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

 

Motion to Open:  Committeeman Legge, 2
nd

  Committeeman Zimmerman.   

All were in favor.  

 

James Slemp – 536 Mount Royal Road – Inquired about Maple Ridge and where we are 

with this property.  Administrator Bileci advised that The Township is close to settling on 

the property. Mr. Slemp inquired as to who is responsible for doing the appraisal on this 

property as it was stated that is worth $1.8 million.  Administrator Bileci advised that the 

state is responsible for this and that Mantua Township will not be putting forth any funds 

from their budget. The money will be coming from the Frank Stewart Grant in the 

amount of $250,000.  In regards to Mr. Slemp question about existing buildings Mrs. 

Bileci advised that the building as well as the two small bridges would be torn down.  

Mayor Scirrotto also advised the property would be returning to its natural state of a 

passive park.   

 

Robert Woodward – 507 Lestershire – Mr. Woodward questioned why the debris around 

the corner of East Atlantic & Lestershire was not removed by the  Public Works 

department.   In addition he wanted to know if there was anything that can be done about 

the poor drainage on that corner.  Mayor Scirrotto advised that the Township would look 

into the drainage matter.   

 

Mr. Woodward inquired about the outstanding taxes that are owed to the Township.   

Administrator Bileci advised that the township will be foreclosing on all of the properties 

that have a municipal lien on them and that it will take approximately one year to 

complete this task.   

 

Ken Defay – 456 Pitman Road – Mr. Defay which business’ are on the approved 

Resolution for the renewal of the liquor licenses.  Committeeman Zimmerman read aloud 



the companies.  Mr., Defay asked why Bogey’s was not on that list. Administrator Bileci 

advised that they are a concession license and therefore that would get handled through 

the state.   

 

Mr. Defay also questioned why the Township was acquiring the Maple Ridge property 

since it was turned down twice before by the residents and the Township still is going 

forward with this.  Mayor Scirrotto advised that there is no taxpayer dollars going 

towards the purchasing of this property.  This is all being done through a grant and this is 

a small price to pay to keep this property as a state park.  He also inquired as to why 

Wenonah isn’t participating.  

 

 

Mr. DeFay also inquired about the Inversand site and Mr. Defay suggested that it be put 

on the ballot for the residents to decide. The Administrator advised that the 

State/County/Township and Drexel would all be spearheading this project and that it 

would be a coordinated effort to purchase the property. Mrs. Bileci advised that the 

funding will be from grant opportunities if decided to purchase.  Mr. Defay voiced his 

thoughts about not wanting to pay any further taxes.  Mr. Defay asked who would be 

patrolling the property and who would be incurring that expenses.  Chief Sawyer advised 

that they patrol this property now since it is within the Township lines and that they 

would continue to do so. 

 

Motion to Close: Committeeman Zimmerman,  2
nd

 Committeeman Legge 

All were in favor.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

Motion to approve June 2, 2014:  Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2
nd

 Committeeman 

Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 5 yes votes  

 

ORDINANCE #08-2014: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AMENDING CHAPTER 302 OF THE CODE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA, “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” 

 

Motion to Open to the Public:     Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2
nd

 Committeeman 

Zimmerman. 

All were in favor. 

 

Motion to Close:     Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2
nd

 Committeeman Zimmerman 

All were in favor 

 

Motion to Adopt:    Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2
nd

 Committeeman Zimmerman 

All were in favor 

 

 

RESOLUTION R-97-2014:    RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING TAX AND PREMIUM REFUNDS  

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

 



RESOLUTION R-98-2014:   RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

AUTHORIZING THE RE-ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN LIQUOR LICENSES IN THE 

TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA FOR THE PERIOD OF ONE YEAR COMMENCING 

JUNE 1, 2014 THROUGH MAY 31, 2015 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-99-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA REQUESTING THE APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF 

REVENUE FOR CLICK IT OR TICKET AND APPROPRIATION (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87) 

OF THE SAME 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

RESOLUTION R-100-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING THE REFERRAL OF THE 

REQUEST BY NANAK PRODUCE & MARKETING, INC OWNER OF BLOCK 259, 

LOT 7 FOR ANNEXATION OF REAL PROPERTY IT OWNS IN MANTUA 

TOWNSHIP TO HARRISON TOWNSHIP TO THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP LAND 

USE BOARD FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

Public Hearing: NJ GREEN ACRES APPLICATION - ACQUISITION OF BLOCK 

242,  LOT 7, KNOWN AS THE INVERSAND PROPERTY  

 
Motion to Open to Public:   Deputy Mayor Lawrence , Second  Committeeman 

Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

Robert Hudgins – 52 Maryland Avenue, Mr. Hudgins advised that Inversand, should be 

left alone.  Mr. Hudgins stated that some of it is good and some he wasn’t sure about.  He 

advised that the Township should consider the Academy of Natural Sciences as well as 

NJK Museums, and since Drexel is involved they have a professor on staff that could 

help with this.   He felt that at the  last event held at Inversand most of the people who 

were there were not township residents, and the Township would have to support the 

personnel that is working there.  The Public Works department had men working there 

that day taking people back and forth; someone has to be responsible to pay them. 

 

Motion to Close to the Public:  Deputy Mayor Lawrence, Second,  Committeeman 

Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-101-2014:A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A 

GRANT APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GREEN ACRES PROGRAM FOR THE 

INVERSAND PROJECT KNOWN AS BLOCK 242, LOT 7 OF MANTUA 

 



Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-102-2014: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF 

BLOCK 400, LOT 3 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD AND BLOCK 173, LOT 4 

IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA FOR $250,000.00 UTILIZING THE FRANK 

STEWART TRUST GRANT   

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-103-2014: RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA APPOINTING OFFICIAL  

TOWING COMPANIES FOR THE YEAR 2014 IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 

375, SECTION 8 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-104-2014:RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA SUPPORTING F.O.P. RESEARCH AND 

AWARENESS 
 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 

Remarks from the Township Committee: 

 
Committeeman Legge advised everyone that the Environmental Commission has been 

discussing that there is too much waste in paper documents that is being used, therefore, 

they are working on going paperless and they will start with the Land Use Board and then 

move onto the Township Committee.  He also wished everyone a Happy 4
th

 of July 

holiday. 

 

Committeeman Silvanio discussed how wonderful the butterfly garden is looking as well 

as the rest of the Chestnut Branch Park, as well as a Happy 4
th

 of July to everyone.  

 

Committeeman Zimmerman advised everyone about the upcoming Senior dinner on June 

18, 2014 at 6:00 as well as he thanked the Recreation Committee for a job well done on 

the Camp Out and stated that it was the largest one attended to date.   

 
Police Department Report:  The Chief wished everyone a Happy 4

th
 of July holiday and 

reminded all that fireworks are illegal here.  In addition, he noted that the new signs on 

Jackson road are starting to deter people from littering and that the department is issuing 

tickets for littering.  He will also discuss with the Municipal Judge that in addition to the 

fine that any violator be given community service to clean up the roads.   

 

Mayor Scirrotto then asked Dr. Lacovara from Drexel to speak about the Inversand site.  

Dr. Lacovara advised that he is proud of Mantua Township and that the residents should 

embrace the treasure that is here.  He states that this allows the children of today to have 

a window into a geological time and to allow them in the world of science, engineer as 



well as math.  He thanked the Committee for allowing him to work in conjunction with 

the township. 

 

Approval of the Bill List:  

 
Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to approve the bills, it was seconded by 

Committeeman Zimmerman.       

All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

  

Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to adjourn, it was seconded by Committeeman 

Zimmerman.    All in Favor: 5 yes votes 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Pamela LeVine, Deputy Clerk 


