
Township of Mantua  

Committee Meeting  

July 21, 2014 

Mantua Township Municipal Building   

7:00 P.M 

 

On the above date the Township Committee of the Township of Mantua held its 

Workshop Meeting in the Mantua Township Municipal Building, 401 Main Street, 

Mantua, New Jersey 08051.  

 

Mayor Scirrotto called the meeting to order. The time was 7:00 p.m. Mayor Scirrotto 

asked everyone to rise for the Flag Salute and remain standing to observe a moment of 

silence. 

 

Mayor Scirrotto delivered the Sunshine Notice as required by the New Jersey Open 

Public Meetings Act.   

 

Mayor Scirrotto called on Township Deputy Clerk Pamela LeVine to call roll. Present 

were Mr. Robert Zimmerman, Mr. Michael Silvanio, Mayor Pete Scirrotto, Deputy 

Mayor Sharon Lawrence, Mr. John Legge – absent, Mrs. Jennica Bileci, Township 

Administrator, Mr. Michael Angelini, Esq., Chief Rodney Sawyer, Jon Bryson Engineer, 

Michael Datz, Superintendent of Public Works 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

 

Motion to Open:  Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd   Committeeman Zimmerman.   

All were in favor.  

Dave & Crystal Hanrahan – 615 Barnsboro Road – Mr. & Mrs. Hanrahan were at the 

meeting to Oppose Resolution R-120-2014 which was the recommendation of the 

Mantua Township Land Use Board for Annexation of Real Property owned by Nanak 

Produce & Marketing, Inc. located at Block 259 Lot 7 in Mantua Township to Harrison 

Township.  Mr. Hanrahan gave the following as their reasons for opposition:  

 

1. Mantua Township would lose control of the property should it ever be redeveloped.    

Mr. Hanrahan stated that he had spoken with Dale Taylor, Esq. (Attorney for Nanak) who 

advised that there are no new site plans at the moment; however they are discussing 

doing some landscaping which would create a better buffer from the homes around it.    

He stated the community located just behind this was in the same situation with applying 

to both Mantua Township as well as Harrison for development when in fact, Mantua was 

more stringent that Harrison on its building lot size.   

 

2. He never received a 200 foot notice and or there didn’t appear to be any form of a legal 

notice regarding this happening.   

 

3. This property is a sound and light nuisance.  This packing house 12 years ago was not 

being used as it is today.  There are many trailers loading at different hours of the day and 

night and there are refrigerator units that were installed going on and off all the time.  He 

contact Ted Bamford who said that they were not violating any of the codes regarding 

this area as it is zoned “AR” (Agricultural Residential).  Mr. Hanrahan stated that he 

thinks that this is in violation of the Mantua Code section 439 nuisances and health code.  

It was his understanding based on what Mr. Bamford advised him that if a farmer was 



packing his own produce that would be acceptable under the code, however it they are 

repacking and packing outside fruits/vegetables such as Kiwi’s this is in violation of the 

Code. 

 

4. Mr. Hanrahan explained to the committee that one acre and part of the building is 

located in Mantua Township and he aware that the township is not collecting any taxes 

for this and he felt that the township should receive what they are due as this is a property 

that would bring in revenue.   

 

He advised the Committee that he felt that there was no benefit to the Township of 

Mantua if the Resolution was passed.  

 

Dale Taylor, Esq. 95 North Main Street, Mullica Hill, NJ  08062, attorney for Nanek 

Produce & Marketing spoke before the committee regarding the comments that Mr. & 

Mrs. Hanrahan made and he advised the committee that regarding he statute, they 

followed them as they applied for the annexation to the Planning Board.  At this time 

there are no concrete plans to change anything however discussion has been had to 

possibly move the building back and this might not be on Mantua Township property.  

This building is pre-existing and that Mantua Township has never collected taxes on this 

property to the best of his knowledge.  The planning Board approved this annexation 

which is why it was put forth to the Township Committee for approval.  

 

By approving this annexation alleviates the costs to two townships rather than the one of 

Harrison Township.  As stated it is under discussion about putting in some landscaping to 

create a buffer.  Having this property in two Townships makes it more difficult for his 

client to make any changes as they would be applying to two townships.   

 

Committeeman Zimmerman inquired to Solicitor Angelini to please clarify what the 

necessary steps would be if we were to further discuss this resolution.  Mr., Angelini 

advised the Committee that they should render their decision in good conscious; they can 

table this resolution until further discussion/investigation is done and/or they can pass it.  

He continued that Mr. Taylor correctly stated the statute and that the Township 

Committee referred this to the Planning Board.   

 

Committeeman Zimmerman stated that the Committee should look into this further 

before rendering a decision. 

 

Robert Woodward – 507 Lestershire, Sewell, NJ  - He advised that there are two 

homes one on the east side of Atlantic and the other on the west side that have been 

flooded due to the recent rain storms. He advised that there is not enough drainage on this 

corner.  He also advised that someone poured concrete near the railroad and this will not 

be positive if we get any more rain like we’ve had.  The Mayor advised that Mr. Datz 

would be going to look at the situation.   

 

Mr. Woodward also had a concern as to the 15 foot drop that is between Morris Avenue 

and Gray Fox Circle as this is where the water drains out and if a child were to get back 

there, they would be in a lot of danger. 

 

Mr. Woodward then asked the Administrator regarding the delinquent taxes as well as 

foreclosures within the Township.  The Administrator advised him that they are doing 

everything that can be done, however these types of matters do take a lot of time. 

 



Carol Rhodes – 106 Breakneck Road, Sewell, NJ – Mrs. Rhodes was inquiring as to 

the Lightrail and the study that was scheduled for July had been postponed.  Mrs. Rhodes 

feels that she is not being informed as to what is happening with the Light rail and feels 

that the township residents have a right to know.  Mayor Scirrotto advised her that he had 

spoken with someone and they just wanted to move forward with the plan.  Mayor 

Scirrotto as well as Administrator Bileci advised Mrs. Rhodes that any information that 

they receive is disseminated to the residents and that the last discussions that were had 

were regarding moving the one station from Mantua Blvd to Lambs road.  Mrs. Bileci 

advised Mrs. Rhodes that any questions she has should be directed to her and that she 

would try and get her some sort of answer. 

 

Mrs. Rhodes then inquired if the Township would be able to plant some trees along the 

side of the basin located on Breakneck road as it is an eye sore.  Mrs. Bileci advised it 

would be looked into. 

 

Motion to Close: Committeeman Zimmerman,  2nd Deputy Mayor Lawrence 

All were in favor.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

Motion to approve June 16, 2014:  Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman 

Zimmerman.  All in Favor: 4 yes votes  

 

ORDINANCE #09-2014: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AMENDING CHAPTER 302 OF THE CODE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA, “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” 

 

Motion to Open to the Public:     Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman 

Zimmerman. 

All were in favor. 

 

Motion to Close:     Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman 

All were in favor 

 

Motion to Adopt:    Deputy Mayor Lawrence, 2nd Committeeman Zimmerman 

All were in favor 

 

RESOLUTION R-105-2014:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AUTHORIZING TAX AND PREMIUM REFUNDS  

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-106-2014:  A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LEASE 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA AND THE COUNTY OF 

GLOUCESTER FOR THE USE BY THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER THE 

MANTUA TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER FOR IT’S NUTRITION SITE 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 



RESOLUTION R-107-2014: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS FROM THE 

MANTUA TOWNSHIP TRUST ACCOUNT FOR THE “SIGHT AND SOUND” 

CANCELLED SENIOR TRIP 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-108-2014: A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING  

MECHANICS LIEN ON REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 

MANTUA FOR VARIOUS PROPERTIES FOR MAINTENANCE WORK 

PERFORMED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-109-2014: RESOLUTION APPOINTING STEPHANIE 

DIANTONIO TO SERVE AS A MEMBER ON THE MANTUA HARRISON 

MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE BOARD 

   

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 
RESOLUTION R-110-2014: RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF 

THOMAS QUINN FROM THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT   

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

    

RESOLUTION R-111-2014:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEW HIRING 

OF ENRICO CIARROCCHI, EFFECTIVE JULY 22, 2014 IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS AT THE RATE OF $11.00 PER HOUR UNDER THE TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS OUTLINED IN THE AGREED UPON CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 

TOWNSHIP AND TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 676 

   

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-112-2014: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

THEPURCHASE OF ONE (1) VEHICLE FOR THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT UNDER STATE CONTRACT NO. A83576 IN 

THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $$25,084.69 FROM WINNER FORD 
  

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-113-2014: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 

ONE (1) VEHICLE FOR THE MANTUA TOWNSHIP CONSTRUCTION 

DEPARTMENT UNDER STATE CONTRACT NO. A83576 IN THE TOTAL 

AMOUNT OF $$21,516.69 FROM WINNER FORD 

 



Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-114-2014: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  

APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR THE PROJECT KNOWN AS 2012 

CDBG GRANT - RESURFACING OF BOODYS MILL ROAD IN THE INCREASED 

CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $2,564.50 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-115-2014: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN 

AGREEMENT FOR A COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM FOR RESIDENTIAL 

ENERGY AGGREGATION BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER AND 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-116-2014: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA TO ENTER  

INTO AN ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION COMPANY AGGREGATION 

AGREEMENT WITH ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC AND JERSEY ENERGY 

GROUP      
  

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-117-2014:  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  

AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA TO ENTER  

INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH JERSEY ENERGY GROUP, LLC TO PROVIDE 

ENERGY CONSULTANT SERVICES FOR THE PARTICIPATING CONTRACTING 

UNITS  IN THE GLOUCESTER COUNTY ENERGY AGGREGATION PROGRAM  

  

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

RESOLUTION R-119-2014: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THIRD 

QUARTER TAXES TO BE EXTENDED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 5, 2014 

WITH NO FURTHER GRACE PERIOD, OR EXTENSION FOR THIS TAX 

QUARTER 

  

Motion: Deputy Mayor Lawrence     Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

RESOLUTION R-120-2014:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF  

THE TOWNSHIP OF MANTUA ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

MANTUA TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARD FOR ANNEXATION OF REAL 

PROPERTY OWNED BY NANAK PRODUCE & MARKETING, INC.,  

BLOCK 259, LOT 7 IN MANTUA TOWNSHIP 

TO HARRISON TOWNSHIP 



 

Motion to Table: Deputy Mayor Lawrence,  Second: Committeeman Zimmerman  

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 

 

Remarks from the Township Committee: 

 
Deputy Mayor Lawrence said that the Senior Dinner held on July 16, 2014 went very 

well and the Administrator stopped by to meet the residents so that they were able to put 

a face with the name.  It was enjoyed by all.  In addition, Deputy Mayor Lawrence 

advised the Inversand site received the Lowes Hero grant which allowed them to fund a 

10 x 10 shed with a loft in order for the Drexal students to store their equipment.  There 

were 4 gentlemen all residents of Mantua who have donated their time to build this shed 

for them. 

 

Administrator Bileci advised that the reason the tax bills were going to be extended was 

due to the Township was waiting on the state to approve their budget, thus not allowing 

the Township to strike the rate,  The final date for payment will be September 5, 2014 

with no further extension date.  In addition, regarding the Breakneck Road Tunnel is will 

still be approximately 2 more months  for the completion of this project so try to avoid 

this area.   

 

Committeeman Zimmerman advised everyone about the upcoming Senior dinner on 

August 20, 2014 at 6:00 as well as the recreation Committee will be having the Movie at 

Dusk in the Chestnut Branch park on August 13, 2014 and the movie will be Frozen 

 

Approval of the Bill List:  

 
Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to approve the bills; it was seconded by 

Committeeman Zimmerman.       

All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

  

Deputy Mayor Lawrence made a motion to adjourn; it was seconded by Committeeman 

Zimmerman.    All in Favor: 4 yes votes 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Pamela LeVine, Deputy Clerk 


