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redevelopment parcel

on Lambs Road for $1.5
million, and then sold
the parcel to Loftus Land
Acquisitions.

The developers of
Total Turf Experience
approached the township
in 2007 about transform-
ing the vacant property
— once thought to be con-
taminated — into a facil-
ity that would include
six professional-grade
indoor spoits fields, two
full-sized outdoor fields,
and an operations build-
ing that would include
physical therapy, sports
medicine, a karate school,
a speed and agility school,
a fine foods bistro and a
sporting goods store.

In October, after the
DEP determined that the
site is safe, the township
committee amended its
redevelopment plan to
meet the project’s specific
needs. In July, the land
transfer was completed.

“It should be up and
running by October this
year,” said Michelle
Bruner, the township’s

econcmic development
coordinator. “It's a major
success story.”

Bruner said the project
will create jobs, as well ag
“wonderful programs,” for
the community.

Moreover, she said,
it will show developers
that such success can be
achieved at similar sites
across the township.

“It’s going to make all
of our other projects more
attractive, because now
we have activity,” Bruner
said. “This structure com-
ing in will create more-
excitement and activity for
the other properties.”

The township will
continue to focus on the
Struthers-Dunn site,
Bruner said, and a prelim-
inary assessment of the
site was just compleled.
The assessment was fund-
ed through a $200,000
federal Environimental
Protection Agency Brown-
field Assessment Grant.

That assessment has
been submitted to the
DEP, Bruner said, and the
township now hopes to
move forward with a sile

investigation.

“Our goals is that
eventually, at the end of
the day, we'll know what
the areas of concern are,
where they are, and how
much they will cost to
clean up,” Bruner said.
“We want to continue that
next phase of investiga-
tion.” Overall, Bruner
said that development of
brownfields is an impor-
tant initiative for town-
ships to pursue because,
while intensive, they can
be extremely beneficial

overall.

“We don't want this
property to lay dormant
— it harts the town, it
hurts the tax rate, it's an
eyesore,” Bruner said.
“It’s property that’s sitling
there that is valuable. It -
just need a little tender
love and care, so to speak.’
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“I think we're a model
for Gloucester County,”
Bruner added. “We
brought all of the partner
in and we said ‘we need
some help.” And everyone
has come forward and
helped in their own spe- |
cial way.” :
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